
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14    The meaning of life   

 
The 3000 year old quest for meaning 
 

 • The search for meaning  
 

 • The meaning of pleasure 
 

 • The meaning of work 
 

 • The meaning of time 
 

 • The meaning of wealth 
 

 • The meaning of death 
 

   and the answer is… 
 

 ‘Meaningless! Meaningless!’ says the Teacher. ‘Everything is meaningless!’ 
 
 
 
 

The epilogue 
 

 • Wisdom to live by  (12:9-12) 
 

9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the people. He 
pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Teacher searched to 
find just the right words, and what he wrote was upright and true. 11 The words of the wise 
are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by one shepherd.  
12 Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is no 
end, and much study wearies the body.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 • Meaning and purpose  (12:13-14) 
 

13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: 
fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of mankind. 14 For God will 
bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 

 

Ecclesiastes in a new light 
 

 • One greater than Solomon  (Luke 11:31) 
 

The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and 
condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and 
now something greater than Solomon is here. 

 
 
 
 
 • A new perspective ‘under the sun’  (1 Corinthians 15) 
 

1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand.  2 By this gospel you are saved, if you 
hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  
 

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  6 
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also… 
 

14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More 
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about 
God that he raised Christ from the dead. 
 

32 If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 
 

58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is 
not in vain. 

 
 
 
 
 • The promise of justice  (Acts 17:31) 
 

For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. 
He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”  

 

 

 

 
 • How will you respond?  (Acts 17:32-34) 
 

32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others 
said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some 
of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a 
member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 

 

 


