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Church — Meeting with other Christians 
 

1 Introduction 

Discuss together 

Why do Christians go to church or Bible study or fellowship? 

 

"I go to church to worship God" would be the most common response. But there is a 
problem with this view, and it stems from a misunderstanding of the differences 
between the Old and New Testament. In the Old Testament there was an elaborate 
system of laws, priests and temple to help people worship God. The Israelites went to a 
special place to worship God. But the death of Jesus has changed the way we are to 
worship God.  The New Testament makes this clear. 

Read Romans 12:1-2. From these verses, how would you begin to explain the New 
Testament idea of worship? 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

We are to worship God with our whole lives at all times. We don’t have to go to church 
to worship. That would be equivalent to saying we go to church to breathe together! 
One hour on Sundays, or one hour in our small group, or two hours in youth group, or 
the like, should not be singled out as worship. God deserves to be worshipped with 
every breath we have, no less! So back to the beginning: 'Why should Christians meet 
together?' 
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2 What the therefore is there for 

Read through Hebrews 10:19-25 together. Notice that Hebrews 10:19 begins with 
"therefore". If we are to understand this passage we must discover what the 'therefore' 
is there for. List the differences between the Jewish law and the work of Jesus in 
Hebrews 10:1-18. 

 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

 

3 Structure 

Take time to observe the structure of this passage. 

Verses 19 to 21 are a summary of what precedes them. Notice the overall structure of 
verses 19 to 25.  

Firstly, there are the reasons: 

10:19-20 "since we ..." 
10:21  "since we ..." 

Then in verses 22-25 is the behaviour, which stems from the reasons: 

10:22  "let us ..." 
10:23  "let us ..." 
10:24-25 "let us ..." 
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4 Reasons 

Hebrews is rich in Old Testament language and pictures. These are used to illustrate 
what Jesus has done. Note the key words and phrases in verses 19-21, and discuss 
their meaning. 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

 

Summarise what is said in these verses about our relationship with God. 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

 

We can enter the Most Holy Place. That is, we are able to meet directly with God. How? 
By the blood of Jesus, his death on the cross, the sacrifice for our sins. We no longer 
relate through priests and sacrifices. Now we can come into the very presence of God 
through his son, Jesus Christ. It is hard for us to appreciate this change, but it was a 
monumental change for the Jew. God had kept himself apart, separated from the 
people by the curtain in the temple. Then, 2000 years ago, he sent his son as the 
perfect sacrifice so we may boldly enter his presence. 
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5 Behaviour 

Draw a diagram to represent the flow of ideas in verses 22-25. 

If you have trouble with this, try explaining the passage in your own words. 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

These verses speak about setting heaven as our goal and pushing on toward it. We 
must persevere as Christians. But God doesn't intend for us to persevere on our own. 
He has given us each other for support and encouragement. 

 

6 Why we should meet together 

These verses are about thinking before we act. Notice the word 'consider' in verse 24. 
Discuss together: Why do you think 'consider' is there? 
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Think about and then discuss together:  

When you meet with other Christians, how do you spend your time with them? Do you 
stop to think of ways you can help them to live more godly lives? What do you talk 
about? What attitude do you have to meeting with other Christians? 

 

 

Verse 25 urges us to meet together for the purpose of encouragement. 

How can you encourage others in this group (including the leaders)? 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

When you go to church or your small group or youth group do you think of ways to 
encourage? People to encourage? Or do you think it's the pastor’s or leader's job? 
Well it is, but it's also your job! We can all encourage each other: through singing 
(therefore the words are important); praying with each other; simply asking each other 
how we are getting on; and in many more ways. One of the most important things 
about church and Christian meetings should be that we spend time talking with each 
other. Use the time when you arrive to encourage each other. Plan it so you don't have 
to leave quickly afterwards so you can stay around and talk. 

 

As Christian people we need to think about what we do and why we do it. Let's make 
sure our lives are based on good reasons. What better reason than the gospel of Jesus 
Christ? If we understand the gospel rightly, then it will have a massive influence on our 
relationships with others. We will want to meet with other Christians and we will want to 
encourage them. 
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Reread Hebrews 10:19-25. 

What attitudes to meeting with other Christians do you need to change as a result of 
studying this passage? 

 

Write down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and discuss together 

 

7 Prayer 

 

Spend time praying together about what you have learned and what you plan to 
change. 

 


