Always Reforming
Nehiamah 13
 1. God’s people are disappointing 
Temple 10:32-39     13: 3-14

Sabbath 10:31        13: 15-22

Marriage 10:28-30    13: 23-29
2. God’s people are undeservedly blessed  13:2 “yet our God turned the curse into a blessing” 
3.   God’s people are always reforming  
Semper reformanda  “[Christ] loved the church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without  blemish," (Ephesians 5:25-27). Nevertheless, it is true, that the Lord is daily smoothing its wrinkles and wiping away its spots. Hence it follows that its holiness is not yet perfect. Such, then, is the holiness of the Church: it makes daily progress, but is not yet perfect; it daily advances, but as yet has not reached the goal. (John Calvin, Institutes, 4.1.17)  

