Investing in Eternity
Guidelines for Giving – Supporting the Work of the Gospel at
Stromlo Christian Church and Beyond

God has blessed us richly at Stromlo in both spiritual and material ways. Please consider
how you can use the resources that God has entrusted to you for His work. Jesus said that
if we seek first His kingdom and righteousness, then all that we need will be given to us (Matt
6:33).
The ministry of the gospel costs money, but it is a small price to pay compared with the
eternal rewards it brings. At Stromlo we are committed to seeing people come to know Jesus
Christ as Lord and to grow in their relationship with Him. To this end, we have employed
pastoral staff to lead and equip us, and with this decision comes the responsibility to provide
for them. Most of our annual budget is directed towards people and ministry, with
administration and buildings costs kept to a minimum.
We all live busy lives and it is very common for us to be distracted from our priorities.
Contributing to gospel ministry can be one of the things that suffers. Please take the time to
pray and work out what you can contribute regularly and how to make that happen. In this
leaflet we have addressed the following commonly asked questions:
• Why and how much should I give?
• Where should I give?
• How can I give?

Why and how much should I give?
The principle
In the Old Testament, God's people gave a tenth of all their produce to God in response to
his generous blessings to them ('the tithe'). The idea of giving a tenth is first seen with
Abraham and Jacob (Gen 14, 28), and is then made explicit in the Law of Moses. It was to
be given generously with much rejoicing, not legalistically or begrudgingly (Num 18; Deut 12,
14, 26; 2 Chr 31; Mal 3).
Having received the tithe from Israel, God then redirected it to His work – to the priests and
Levites, as well as to those in need, such as widows and orphans.
As New Testament believers, we are still to give back to God in response to His generous
blessings to us (note the language of "an offering acceptable to God" in Phil 4:18). Indeed
we have received God's ultimate generosity to us in the death of His Son, “who though he
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, so that through His poverty we might become rich”
(2 Cor 8:9). If we truly understand this gospel, we will cheerfully give as much as we can,
and at times, even beyond our ability (2 Cor 8-9).
So how much should we give to God? A tenth is a good starting point, but it should only be
the starting point for considering how generous we can be, rather than a legalistic figure that
we must obey. The more fundamental question to ponder is: how much have we received
from God? As we answer this question, we see that He has given us immeasurably more
than we could imagine through His Son, Jesus Christ.

In practice
The first practical step is to work out how much money you have to begin with. The table
below is a tool to help you do this. (This is for your personal use only and should not be
provided to the church). We ask you to consider both your salary and other financial benefits
that you receive. You may like to use the table below in working this out and prayerfully
consider how much you will set aside to give.
Example
Total Income including salary, benefits, interest etc

$75,000 (A)

Percentage you have decided to give

11% (B)

Annual giving (A x B ÷ 100)

$8,250 (C)

Monthly giving (C ÷ 12)

$687 (D)

Weekly giving (C ÷ 52)

$159 (E)

My Giving

Given that your income and our financial circumstances will change from year to year, we
ask you also to revisit your giving on a regular basis.

Where should I give?
The principle
In the Old Testament, the Israelite tithe was directed to those who needed it – to the priests
and Levites, who had no other source of income because of their duties; and also to the poor.
We see a similar pattern in the New Testament, where Christian giving is directed to meeting
the needs of those who labour amongst us in the Lord, as well as towards the poor. As Paul

puts it in Galatians 6: "Let him who is taught the word share all good things with him who
teaches"; and then a few verses later: "So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith".

In practice
In practical terms, this means directing our money not only towards Stromlo, but also to the
work of the gospel further afield, and to the needy.

Stromlo Christian Church
The ministry of Stromlo Christian Church receives 100% of its support from the giving of
people in the congregation. A large proportion of our giving should go towards supporting
this ministry. Please note that at Stromlo Church:
•

We receive no financial assistance from a denomination, as we are an independent
church;

•

we do not have any significant income-generating investments; and

•

we depend on the generosity of our members to enable us to carry out our ministry.

Our aim at Stromlo is to provide support in the context of gospel ministries. Stromlo also
works closely with other organisations, but encourages our members to consider individual
financial support to the following organisations:
•

Fellowship of Christian University Students (FOCUS) Ministries. We have a
long history of partnership with FOCUS in reaching university campuses with the
gospel and raising up the next generation of Christian leaders. We encourage all at
Stromlo to support FOCUS through prayer, and also consider financial support.

•

Global Partners. As Stromlo sends our Global Partners into wider gospel ministry
we encourage people in our congregations to support them in prayer and through
giving. Details on how to support Global Partners is available at church.

•

Supporting people in need. Stromlo encourages support for Christian aid
organisations such as Compassion, as well as highlighting occasional opportunities
to care for others in need. Child sponsorship through Compassion begins a
relationship that provides physical and spiritual support for needy children and their
families and communities.

You may like to use the following table to help you work out how to divide up your giving,
starting with your monthly or weekly gift determined above:
Example

My Giving

Supporting

%

Per month

%

Stromlo

70%

$480

Focus Ministries

10%

$69

Per month

Global Partners

10%

$69

Compassion

10%

$69

Total

100%

$687 (D)

How can I give?
There are four main methods of giving at Stromlo. The first two methods help to minimise
our bank fees and are highly preferred.
Internet bank transfer
You use internet banking to automatically transfer funds at specified intervals from your bank
account to the organisation you would like to support. This method does not incur bank fees
by Stromlo. The Stromlo Christian Church bank details are:
Bank: Commonwealth
Account Name: Stromlo Christian Church Inc
BSB: 062 912
Account Number: 10227783
Salary deduction
You make arrangements with your employer (payroll department) to deduct an amount from
your salary and deposit it into the Stromlo account (use account details above) and other
nominated organisations. This method does not incur fees for either party.
Credit card
We have the facility to deduct monthly contributions from your MasterCard or Visa. All you
need to do is complete an authorisation form. Please note that we are charged a monthly fee
if you use this method. If you would like to do this please contact Treasurer of Stromlo
Christian Church (details below).
Money in the box
Cash and cheques can be placed in the box located on the information table at each church
meeting. Please note that the above methods are preferred, in order to facilitate regular
giving.
There are two other ways you may like to consider in your giving to Stromlo:
Interest-free loans
You may be able to help by providing an interest-free loan to Stromlo for several months or
more. This would benefit the church by reducing the amount we may need to borrow (and
therefore the interest we have to pay) to finance long-term projects. Interest-free loans can
also be invested to generate income. If you can help in this way please contact the Treasurer
of Stromlo Christian Church (details below).
Bequests
One way you can continue to support ministry is to leave a bequest. Please contact the
Treasurer of Stromlo Christian Church (details below) if you would like to know more.

More information?
Please don’t hesitate to contact the Treasurer of Stromlo Christian Church
(treasurer@stromlo.org) if you would like to know more about giving or how the financial
affairs of Stromlo Christian Church are managed.

